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EAT 

NOW OPEN 
Furious Spoon 241 0 N. Milwaukee Ave. 773-770-3559 

The ramen spot sets up shop in Logan Square at a 
1,600-square-foot space with a patio opening later 
this summer, serving the same soups you’ll find 
at the Wicker Park original along with a late-night 
menu of Japanese bites and cocktail list boasting 
two frozen drinks. 11 a.m.-l a.m. 



NEIGHBORHOOD WINE TASTING 

WestEnd1326 W. Madison St 312-981-7100 


The West Loop bar’s vendors host a tasting of more than 30 wines along with passed 
appetizers. If you find a variety you like, they’ll also be selling discounted bottles. 
7-8:30 p.m. $15. Tickets: westendwestloop.com 


FOUNDERS BREWING 
CO. LIMITED RELEASE 
TAP TAKEOVER 
Tuman*s Tap Si Grill 

2159 W. Chicago Ave. 
773-782-1400 

Try pours of the Michigan 
brewery’s Backwoods 
Bastard Scotch ale. Project 
PAM black IPA and other 
beers ($5-$10) paired with 
$4 braised wild boar slid- 
ers topped with porter 
mustard and housemade 
pickles. 4 p.m. No cover. 




ACTIVATE: HEAR 
Sullivan Center alley 

16 E. Monroe St 312-782-9160 


Chicago Loop Alliance hosts a silent disco 
in the alley featuring music from 
DJ IMGRNT, White Mystery. KHALLEE 
and NON:op, with 20 percent of the pro- 
ceeds from drink purchases going to 
Snow City Arts. RSVP for a complimentary 
beverage. 5-10 p.m. RSVP: 
loopchicago.com/activate 



RUNNING CLUB 
LYFEKitchen 

259 E Erie St 
312-933-1035 


Join a three- or five-mile group 
run every Thursday through 
July, which ends back at the 
Streeterville restaurant where 
you can cool off with compli- 
mentary flavored waters. 

6:30 p.m. 


HAPPY HOUR OF THE DAT 


State and Lake (201 N. State St. 312-239-9400) offers a selection of four draft beers for $5 each from 4-6 p.m. 



THURSDAY 

7758 

Storms for days 



FRIDAY 

8867 

Not Ideal 



SATURDAY 

9276 

Super hot 



#RNRCHi n sr B ® 



JULY 15-1 7, 2016 

1/2 MARATHON , lOK , SATURDAY 5 K 

TAKE THE REMIX CHALLENGE - 2 DAYS OF RUNNING. 3 TIMES THE BUNG. 


RunRocknRoll.com 

Humana ^nnooKs stork blukos isscep 
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big picture V 



Because l*m free. 
Fiscally free failin’. 

A FEW MORE REASONS TO FEEL TERRIBLE ABOUT ILLINOIS’ ECONOMY 


ByShelbieLynnBostedt i redeye 

I n “tell us something we don’t know” 
news, a report recently released 
by WalletHub described Illinois’ 
economy as “currently in a fiscal free fall.” 

In its ranking of states’ economies across the 
country Illinois came in firmly in the middle of 
the pack at No. 29. The report says that states can 
be either busts or booms and, much to our dismay 


uses Illinois as an example of a bust (curse you, 
California, the state used as a “boom” example). 

Broken down into “economic activity” “eco- 
nomic health” and “innovation potential,” Illinois 
ranked 21st, 40th and 25th, respectively So while 
it could be worse, it could definitely be better. 

WalletHub also notes that Illinois has the 
highest unemployment rate in the Midwest and 
is tied for the second-highest unemployment rate 
out of all states. 

To determine these numbers, WalletHub 


analyzed each state’s economy on a scale of 100 
points, 40 each determined by economic health 
and economic activity and 20 for innovation po- 
tential. 

Utah, Washington and California were ranked 
the three most successful economies while West 
Virginia, Arkansas and Mississippi were at the op- 
posite end. 

So, here’s to having a long way to go, but not 
being as bad as other states. 

@SHELBIELBOSTEDT I SBOSTEDT@REDEYECHICAGO.COM 


RECAP 

What’s up with the 
state budget anyway? 



A stalemate 
between the 
Republican 
governor and 
Democrats 
controlling the 
Legislature 
has left Illinois 
without a 
budget since July 1, 2015, and 
exacerbated a long-standing 
backlog of debt. Gov. Bruce 
Rauner, a wealthy businessman 
in his first term, is holding out for 
changes in law to cut business 
costs and restrict the power of 
labor unions. Democrats say 
consideration of Rauner’s business 
and political agenda should take a 
back seat to taming a multibillion- 
dollar deficit through spending 
cuts and tax increases. 


DIGITS 

$3 million 

That’s how much Illinois owes the 
FBI for processing fingerprints and 
conducting background checks for 
professional licenses and permits, 
according to documents obtained 
by the Associated Press through 
the Freedom of Information Act. 
The debt is old enough that it 
could be turned over to the federal 
government’s collection agency- 
the Treasury Department. 

$7billion+ 

As of Tuesday, that’s how much the 
state has in unpaid bills. 

COMPARED TO THE REST 

state superiatives 

According to a study conducted 
by WalletHub, the Illinois economy 
isn’t doing too hot, earning a 29th 
overall ranking in the site’s report. 
Here’s a roundup of the best 
and worst states in some of the 
categories evaluated. 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 

Best: Washington state 
Worst: Mississippi 

ECONOMIC HEALTH 

Best: Washington, D.C. 

Worst: New Mexico 

INNOVATION POTENTIAL 

Most: Massachusetts 
Least: Arkansas 

BUSINESS STARTUP 
ACTIVITY 

Most: Florida 
Least: West Virginia 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

Highest: Alaska 

Lowest: South Dakota, Colorado, 
Nebraska, New Hampshire (tied) 
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venue 


GEORGE CLINTON & parliament 

CON FUNK SHUN, BAR-KAYS, 

AL HUDSON & ONE WAY, LAKESIDE 

JUNE 17, 2016 

SHOWTIME 8 PM (SHARP) 

Tickets are available now at Horseshoe Casino, online at 
Ticketmastercom or by phone at 1 .800.745.3000. 

f S HORSESHOE. 


Must be 21 years or older to gamble or attend events. Know When To Stop Before you Start.® 
Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-9-with-it. ©2016, Caesars License Company, LLC. 


FRIDAY;»(IJNE'^17TH ' 

SOMMORE 

>EONCOLE BRUCE BRUCE 

JOHN WITHERSPOON JOETORRY 


SHOW TIME 8:00 PM 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE STAR PLAZA BOX OFFICE 
TICKETMASTER.COM AND ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS 

mm STAR PLAZA 
TMEATKE 

LINEUP SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


/the chatter / JOIN THE CONVERSATION 

threesome 


3 PERSPECTIVES ON ONE RELATIONSHIP QUESTION 


Welcome to “Threesome.” Each week, we’ll take a look at a relationship question from the 
public and have three panelists give their insights. Have a question to ask? Shoot it over to us 
on Twitter at @recleyechicago or on our Facebook page. If it’s a little more private, feel free 
to email it to redeye@recleyechicago.com with the word “Threesome” in the subject line. 


So I started talking to a girl who seems great. She’s sweet 
and adorable, and we get along great Here’s the weird part 
I’m kind of a “goody two-shoes,” I guess. I don’t do drugs. 
Turns out this girl while growing up (we are 29 now) did 
some drugs. It kind of weirds me out even though she 
doesn’t currently do any drugs. Am I being a judgmental 

jerk? What should I do? -Question via Redd it, edited for iength 


Fred 

Single, 35 

» Host of “Fred and Angi 
in the Morning” on 
103.5 KISS-FM 
»@fredonair 


Yes, you are being judgmental. The fact that 
you’re inexperienced in some ways seems to have 
worked well for you, but not everyone has a path 
that boasts the same discipline or decision-making 
as yours. The road to you could have included any 
number of trials and tribulations that you disap- 
prove of, but what is most important is the present. 
If you like her now, and her past is in fact just a memory, then why does it matter? Appreciate her 
honesty, and give her a chance to show you who she is now. If you find over time that your views 
or behaviors are incongruent, then you can act accordingly. It sounds like she did some recreation- 
al drugs in the past (I am surmising)-for most that can be overlooked. If you saw her on “Dateline” 
and found out she served time for murdering the last guy who thought she “seemted] great,” then 
save yourself, judge, and bail. 



I would say you’re being more of a judgmental 
square. The only thing you need to be concerned 
with is if her drug use affects her life now. The 
choice to experiment when she was younger 
shouldn’t be a morality issue. It probably means 
she was just open to trying new things. As long 
as she isn’t trying to get you to do something 
you’re uncomfortable with, then just let the past be the past. Plus, those experiences made her 
into the person that you like today. 



Keri 

Wiginton 

Married, 34 

» Photo editor and 
part-time advice giver at 
the Chicago T ribune 
» @keriphoto 


Yeah, you’re definitely being a little bit of a judg- 
mental jerk, bud. I, too, identify as a “goody two- 
shoes,” but I wouldn’t let this girl’s past with sub- 
stances thwart you from getting to know her. If 
things are still in the fun puppy-love early stages, 
you have so much more to learn about her that isn’t 
going to revolve around her history of drug use. As 
long as she’s not using now, you have to let it go. If it still bothers you after a little more getting to 
know each other, either address your concerns with her or cut her loose. She deserves someone 
who won’t hold her past decisions against her in the future 



ShelbieLynn 

Bostedt 

Single, 22 

» RedEye digital content 
coordinator 
» @shelbielbostedt 


A 

QEhicago QTribunc 

publication 
redeyechicago.com 

General Manager: 

Maggie Wartik, @mwartik 
mwartik@redeyechicago.com 


CONTACT US 
Newsroom: 312-222-4970 
redeye@redeyechicago.com 

Advertising: 312 527 8077 
advertisingredeye@tribune.com 

Classifieds: 312-222-2222 

Circulation: 

redservice@tribune.com 




ASIBOFTHETRIB 

RedEye, a Chicago Tribune pubiica- 
tion, is pubiished five days a week, 
except on certain hoiidays. Unsoiicited 
manuscripts, articies, ietters and pic- 
tures sent to the Chicago Tribune are 
sent at the owner’s risk. 

Copyright ©2016 Chicago Tribune 
Company LLC. Aii rights reserved as to 
the entire content. Not for resaie. 
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201SMD 


OMMARFEST 


SUGGESTED DONATION 

Benefits the Andersonville Chamber of 
Commerce and Eco-Anclersonville 


JUNE 0 


& 2 



JUNE 10 
5PM-10PM 


NORTH STAGE, Clark & Catalpa 

8:00 pm 16 Candles 

6:00 pm Hey Jimmy 

5:00 pm DJ Dan Luna 


SAT 

JUNE 11 

11 AM-1 0PM 

NORTH STAGE, Clark & Catalpa 

8:00 pm 

Catfight 

6:00 pm 

Stache 

4:00 pm 

Northside 

3:30 pm 

Chicago Spirit Brigade 

2:00 pm 

The Yacht Rockets 

12:00 pm 

Robbie Gold 

1 1 :00 am 

Chicago Gay Men's Chorus 

BALMORAL PRIDE STAGE, Clark & Balmoral 

Sponsored by Replay/Elixir and 

Hamburger Mary's/Mary's Attic 

8:30 pm 

The Hits with DJ Laura B 

6:30 pm 

Retro Dance Party with 


DJ Laura B 

4:30 pm 

Drag Show featuring Angel 
LeBare, Dida Ritz, Ruff N 
Stuff, Sheri Payne and 
Velicity Metropolis 

2:30 pm 

MaryOke Unplugged 


hosted by Kevin Florian 

12:00 pm 

Lucy Smith Trio 

SUMMERDALE STAGE, Clark & Summerdale 

And the Alamo Shoes Family Fun Area 

8:00 pm 

Nelson Street Revival 

6:00 pm 

Chicago Samba 

4:00 pm 

The Joans 

2:00 pm 

Live wire 

1 :30 pm 

Dream Big Performing 


Arts Workshop 


1 2:30 pm Jameson Loves Danger 
Pet Parade and 
Costume Contest 
12:00 pm Mission Propelle: 

Girl Power Yoga 

1 1 :00 am The pH Comedy Theater 

presents Adventure Library 


1 2:00 pm Al Rose 
1 1 :00 am Lakeside Pride Strayhorns 
Jazz Combo 

BALMORAL PRIDE STAGE, Clark & Balmoral 

Sponsored by Replayl Elixir and 
Hamburger Mary's/Mary's Attic 


CENTER STAGE, Clark & Berwyn 

8:00 pm 

"Let's Go Crazy" Prince 
Dance Party 

8:00 pm 

7th Heaven 

4:00 pm 

Tea Dance with DJ Moose 

6:00 pm 

Run Forrest Run 


and the Funday Dancers 

4:00 pm 

The Plutonians 

2:00 pm 

MaryOke Unplugged 

2:00 pm 

Chi Town Soul 


hosted by Kevin Florian 

1 :30 pm 

Chicago Spirit Brigade 


and Apple Brown Betty 

12:00 pm 

Distant Brothers 

12:00 pm 

Mister E. Machine 

1 1 :00 am 

Lisa Roti 




SWEDISH STAGE, Clark & Foster 


Sponsored by Swedish American Museum 

8:00 pm 

ABBA Salute 

6:00 pm 

Irene 

4:00 pm 

Lynne Jordan and 


the Shivers 

2:00 pm 

Hugh Too 

1 :05 pm 

Chicago Swedish 


Male Chorus 

12:40 pm 

Nordic Folk Dancers 

12:15 pm 

Merula 

1 1 :45 am 

Dancing Around the 


May Pole 

1 1 :30 am 

Opening Ceremony 


SUN 

JUNE 12 

11 AM-1 0PM 

NORTH STAGE, Clark & Catalpa 

8:00 pm 

16 Candles 

6:00 pm 

Rod Tuff Curls 
& The Bench Press 

4:00 pm 

Thank You Ma'am 

3:30 pm 

Chicago Spirit Brigade 

2:00 pm 

Derek Fawcett 


SUMMERDALE STAGE, Clark & Summerdale 

And the Alamo Shoes Family Fun Area 


8:00 pm 

Aphrodisiacs 

6:00 pm 

Part-Time Lovers 

4:00 pm 

Laura Doherty 
and the Heartbeats 

3:30 pm 

Mission Propelle: 

Girl Power Yoga 

2:30 pm 

Urban Pooch Training and 
Fitness Center Agility and 
Training Demo 

2:00 pm 

Dream Big Performing 

Arts Workshop 

1 :00 pm 

Dr. Cool & Pride 

12:00 pm 

Andersonville 

Suzuki Academy 

1 1 :00 am 

The pH Comedy Theater 
presents Adventure Library 

CENTER STAGE, Clark & Berwyn 

8:00 pm 

Too White Crew 

6:00 pm 

The Boy Band Night 

4:00 pm 

Frisky Taylor 

2:30 pm 

Bric-a-Brac 

1 :30 pm 

Bron Don 

1 :00 pm 

Chicago Spirit Brigade 

1 1 :00 pm 

Deliverance Singers - 
Gospel Brunch 


^ ANDERS0NVILLE.ORG I Q /ANDERSONVILLE I ^/AVILLECHAMBER I @ /AVILLECHAMBER I #MSFAVILLE 


SWEDISH STAGE, Clark & Foster 

Sponsored by Swedish American Museum 


8:00 pm 
7:30 pm 
6:00 pm 
5:30 pm 
4:00 pm 
2:00 pm 
12:00 pm 
1 1 :00 am 


Mama Digdown's Brass Band 
DJC 

Cowboy JukeBox 
DJ C 

New Invaders 
Hodie Snitch 
Peter Nordberg 
Nordland Band 


THANK YOU 

TOOURSPHRMS! 



Swedish 

Covenant 

Hospital 


LIGHT 


A.vi£itiG*K orwgM 
MUSrffllM shoeiK 


REPLAY 


ALAMO SHOES 



ciAn 

PRESENTED DY 

* Production 


y 



ADMISSION 

All Weekend to the 
Swedish American Museum 
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Jordan’s finest 

SORRY,STEPH AND LEBRON,GOOD LUCK TOPPING MJ’S FINALS MOMENTS 


Chicago Tribune 

As great as LeBron James and Steph Curry are, 
nothing they do in this year’s NBA Finals (or 
at any other time, really) will overshadow Mi- 
chael Jordan’s best Finals moments as far as 
Chicago is concerned. Here are five of the best. 

And if you’re itching for the current Bulls 
to be back on the court, the Las Vegas Sum- 
mer League begins July 8. 

JUNE 5, 1991 

L.A. LAKERS AT BULLS 

Flight 7:47 took off with just under 8 minutes 
left in Game 2 of the Michael vs. Magic Finals. 
In the midst of a 15-2 run that sank the Lakers, 
Jordan scored on a wouldn’t-believe-it-unless- 
I-saw-it-with-my-own-eyes shot. 

He started by flying down the lane, headed 
for one of his resounding slam dunks that in- 
spired fans and teammates alike. But Sam Per- 
kins stepped into Jordan’s path. 

As Jordan’s body soared upward, he brought 
the ball down while switching it from his right 


hand to his left. Then he rotated in mid-dunk, 
twisting to avoid Perkins and keeping his bal- 
ance before banking the ball off the glass for a 
miraculous two points. 

“I probably couldn’t duplicate it if I tried,” 
Jordan said. “It was just one of those things.” 

JUNE 3, 1992 

PORTLAND AT BULLS 

The Bulls’ second straight trip to the NBA 
Finals began with a record 35 first-half points 
from Jordan and ... a shrug? Jordan hit six 
3 -pointers in an 18 -minute stretch to start 
the 122-89 blowout. After his final bomb, Jor- 
dan ran past the national TV announcers and 
turned his palms up, as if he himself didn’t be- 
lieve it. But know this: Jordan stayed late after 
that morning’s shootaround to practice— you 
guessed it— long-range shots. 

JUNE 16, 1993 

PHOENIX AT BULLS 

In Game 4 of the 1993 Finals, Jordan dimmed 


the Suns’ hopes considerably with 55 points in 
a 111-105 win at Chicago Stadium. Jordan tied 
Rick Barry for second on the all-time Finals 
single-game scoring list, behind only Elgin 
Baylor. Every basket was critical as the game 
went down to the final 30 seconds. 

Jordan’s scoring line for the series: 31, 42, 
44, 55, 41 and 33 points. He averaged 8.5 re- 
bounds and six assists. Nobody ever played a 
better all-around Finals, unless it was Jordan 
himself during one of the other title years. 

JUNE 11, 1997 

BULLS AT UTAH 

Jordan ate bad pizza, threw up repeatedly, 
stayed in bed all day, lay down on the floor of 
the team bus and curled up in the fetal posi- 
tion embracing a bucket in a small room off 
the visitors’ locker room until just before 
tipoff 

He then proceeded to sicken the Jazz play- 
ers, coaches and faithful with 38 points, seven 
rebounds, five assists and three steals. He hit 


the game-winning 3-pointer with 28 seconds 
remaining in a 90-88 heart-stopper. 

JUNE 14, 1998 

BULLS AT UTAH 

After Jordan launched his game-winning 
1 8 -foot jump shot with 5.2 seconds left to 
clinch a sixth NBA title against a worthy chal- 
lenger, the NBAs star of the ages stood at the 
top of the key briefly admiring his work. Jor- 
dan froze for just a second or two in follow- 
through position, as if to linger over his great- 
est moment on a basketball court. 

It was clearly the finest moment of basket- 
ball ever played. At the 37-second mark, MJ 
hit a pressurized layup to pull the BuUs back 
within a point at 86-85. With about 20 sec- 
onds left, Karl Malone had the ball in close 
and was preparing to go to work; a basket 
would almost assuredly have forced a Game 7 
in the raucous Delta Center. Jordan, naturally 
had other ideas. 

He swiped the ball and Utah’s chances with 
it, settingup the shot over Bryon Russell. The 
final score was 87 for Chicago, 86 for Utah 
and two three-peats inspired and secured by 
Jordan. 

“Karl never saw me coming,” Jordan said 
later. 



TRUSTED SINCE 1 9 5 7 • OVER 1,0 0 0 STORES 





Mattress Profesmnals® 
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CLEARANCE ! 

c™j™ic ^Posture;*?* (» /series. 


I 



GOING ON NOW ENDS SAT 9PM 


ON SELECT Tempur-PediQ Posturepedic Hybrid & Serta l-series floor models. Closeout models vary by location. 
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/ studs&duds /"from newsservices 


Your votes matter 

Five Cubs players currently lead their respective positions 
in NL All-Star voting. First baseman Anthony Rizzo, third 
baseman Kris Bryant, outfielder Dexter Fowler and second 
baseman Ben Zobrist are the Top 4 NL vote recipients 
overall, and Addison Russell leads all NL shortstops. 


THEMOUTHWATCH 



“I used to tell my guys, 
you got two options. 
Goto first [base] or 
go to the mound. 
Those are your two 
options. Don’t point 
fingers and wait 
for someone 
to hold you 
back. ... It’s very 
simple.” 

-Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon, on how he has 
told players to react to 
being hit by a pitch. 



CSN to air Ali memorial live 

Comcast SportsNet Chicago will carry live coverage of the Muhammad Ali Memorial 
Service beginning at 12:30 p.m. Friday. The broadcast will begin with a half-hour tribute 
special, followed by the service itself, which will include eulogies from former President 
Bill Clinton; actor Billy Crystal; All’s widow, Lonnie All; and others. The coverage also 
will stream live on csnchicago.com. Meanwhile, some poor excuses for human beings 
were selling tickets to the boxer’s public memorial, which will take place in Louisville, 
according to The Associated Press. Those who waited in line were allotted four free 
tickets each, though obviously not everyone was able to get their hands on them. 


THE DIGIT 


Moving up from 
ninth place in 2015, 
Chicago ranks fifth 
onWalletHub’s2016 
report on the Best 
Cities for Hockey 
Fans. We know, it 
seems weird that 
the city that’s home 
to the team that has 
won three recent 
Stanley Cups isn’t 
No. 1. According 
to the financial 
website, where the 
Blackhawks leave 
something to be 
desired is their 
minimum season 
ticket price (21st) and 
stadium capacity 
(20th, as measured 
against the city’s 
population). Where 
Chicago shines 
brightest is the 
franchise value of an 
NHL team (No. 1). 



teampaws.org 


mcAGO 


TEAM 

PAWS 


THE CHICAGO MARATHON WITHIN REACH 


R egister by June 20 with code 1t1.1i]yH and get 
p^Pprace fee + training - a $330 value! 

Limited entries available. For more info and registration go to 
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“The best tricks work 
on many levels.” 

The same can be 
said about movies, 
although by the time 
this nugget of magi- 
cian wisdom arrives 
at the end of “Now 
You See Me 2,” it’s 
clear that the sequel 
has not managed 
to pull off anything 
special. 

The 2013 original, 
“Now Y)u See Me,” was a star-studded good 
time, if a little wobbly toward the end. It 
watched like a lesser “Ocean’s Eleven” plus 
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DAVE FRANCO TALKS 
ABOUT HOW HE GOT 
INTO MOVIES AND 
WHY HE WANTED TO BE 
A CREATIVE WRITING 
TEACHER 


By Lauren Chval 1 redeye 

“1 was thinking mischievous ” 

RedEye’s photographer said to Dave 
Franco at the Four Seasons Hotel as 
they prepared to begin the shoot. 


“Were you?” Franco replied with a look that 
was, indeed, mischievous. The 30 -year-old ac- 
tor reprises his role as Jack Wilder in “Now 
Y)u See Me 2,” opening Friday, and a little 
mischief is to be expected when you’re play- 
ing a magician. 

But could everyone else please stop asking 
him to throw cards? To be fair, he demonstrat- 
ed the ability for us when the first movie came 
out three years ago, but Franco admitted the 
novelty has worn off since then. 

“I wish there were more magic skills that 
maybe I could show,” he said wistfully adding 
that though his character picks up hypnosis 
in the second film, it would be a disaster if he 
tried to demonstrate that in interviews. “I 
wouldn’t even go there.” 

His cast members are always quick to say 
that Franco took to magic better than the rest 
of them, though he would counter with the 
assertion that he just loves to nerd out about 
things, which is how he got into movies in the 
first place. 

“My first job ever, I was 14 years old— I was 
working at this mom-and-pop video store, 
and they basically paid me by allowing me to 
take home as many movies as I wanted, and 
that’s how I started watching all the classics 
and really getting into it,” Franco said. “And 
I was a shy kid growing up, and I never had 
any intention of acting or performing, but I 
think the reason I really got into it is because 
I wanted to get into the movies.” 

Before he ever took his first acting class 
at University of Southern California, Franco 
said he considered becoming a creative writ- 
ing teacher, sparked by writing poetry and 
then discussing it with a teacher during his 
lunch hour in high school. 

“ Y)u know, you’re in high school, and you’re 
telling your friends that you’re skipping lunch 
to go write poetry and they were all question- 
ing my sexuality” Franco laughed. 

But he found the idea of teach- 
ing creative writing appealing 
for a couple of reasons. Histo- 
ry and math teachers might 
have to go over the same 
curriculum every semes- 
ter, but creative writing 
teachers would always be 


‘Now You See Me 2’ refuses to have any fun at all 


allowed to show off slick manipulations that 
play into their chemistry but it’s startling 
how little value Chu places on comedy He’d 
rather focus on the characters professing 
how much they love their makeshift family 
or shoehorning a connection between Jack 
and Fula that’s thinner than a playing card 
(sorry). But you cast Daniel Radcliffe in a 
magic movie and the best jokes you have are 
that he’s short? 

The movie’s sleight of hand also could 
have used some work, considering the 
“distractions” that are supposed to keep 
you from seeing what’s coming are painfully 
obvious. And somehow, even when the literal 
curtain is pulled back, the plot still doesn’t 
make any sense. 


exploring the new material that their stu- 
dents brought to the table. And as a result. 
Franco thought this might create a stronger 
impact. 

‘At least for me personally, I always con- 
nected with those teachers better because 
it is a little more personal,” he said. “You’re 
diving into these intimate details about your 
life.” 

Franco has been acting for a decade, so 
it’s safe to say his plans for teaching high 
school creative writing are behind him. But 
that’s not to say writing isn’t still a part of his 
life— he’s co-written several “Funny or Die” 
sketches and played around with nuggets of 
ideas for short films. 

“I’ve always loved to write,” Franco said. 
“I’ve been writing a lot longer than I’ve been 
acting, and I hope to continue to do that and 
maybe do it a little bit more in terms of, like, 
writing movies that I could potentially act 
in.” 

The desire to always work with new mate- 
rial that shaped Franco’s interest in teaching 
creative writing has found applications in 
his acting career, too. He said he seeks 
out projects and directors that will chal- 
lenge him, citing Wes Anderson, David 
Fincher and Spike Jonze as a few on his 
wish list. 

“I’ve been lucky enough to, for the most 
part, surround myself with a lot of people 
who are more talented than me 
and who I can learn from, and 
it makes me up my game,” 
Franco said. 

“Now You See 
2” (and 
its original) 
certainly 
surrounded 


Franco with Hollywood greats— a fact that 
he is quick to acknowledge. 

“Every single one of those people I feel like 
have either won an Academy Award or been 
nominated, and then there’s me,” he joked. 
‘And it’s like, who doesn’t belong here?” 

His modesty shouldn’t be mistaken for a 
lack of success. Franco is in two star-studded 
sequels this summer— “Now You See Me 2” 
and “Neighbors 2”— and while the films are 
very different, he said the experiences were 
more similar than you might think. 

“Obviously in ‘Neighbors,’ it’s a lot of co- 
medians,” he said. “But in ‘Now You See 
Me,’ I think the entire cast has done com- 
edies. And just hanging around these people, 
they’re all very fun. So on both sets, we’re 


just laughing for the most part. We’re com- 
ing into work every day trying to make each 
other laugh, we’re ruining takes by laughing. 
It’s a good time.” 

Of those good times on set. Franco was 
happy to recount throwing cards back and 
forth with Woody Harrelson, taking in- 
creasingly ridiculous bets from director Jon 
M. Chu on how long they could go without 
missing. But he also added that Morgan Free- 
man has a dry sense of humor that makes you 
think he might want to kill you and that Jesse 
Eisenberg is legitimately the funniest person 
he knows. 

And while there’s talk of another sequel— 
something that Franco has voiced support 
of— he’s focusing now on movies that push 


— M — 

I’ve always loved to 
write. I’ve been wi’iting 
a lot longer than I’ve 
been acting, and I hope 
to continue to do that 
and maybe do it a little 
bit more in terms of like, 
writing movies that I 
could potentially act in,” 

-Dave Franco 


him past his comfort zone. 

“I’m trying to think of movies that I’ve 
done recently and that I have coming out, 
and all of them are kind of off-kilter,” Fran- 
co said. “There’s something a little strange 
about them. I love them all. Genuinely Some 
of them are still being edited. But even if they 
don’t fully work, it’s just nice to go into some- 
thing knowing that our intentions are in the 
right place and we’re trying to do something 
original.” 

Maybe he’ll try a full-on serious drama 
sometime in the future (“dealing with really 
heavy stuff and goling] in the other room to 
build myself up before every scene”), he said, 
because that remains something missing 
from his repertoire. Even then, it’s hard to 
imagine the actor not having a little bit of fun 
with whatever he does. 

@LCHVAL I LAURENCHVAL@REDEYECHICAGO.COM 


magic tricks, so of course there had to be an 
“Ocean’s Twelve” up someone’s sleeve. 

If a magic caper thriller has to have a little 
fun to work, a sequel is doubly responsible 
for keeping things entertaining. Unfortu- 
nately director Jon M. Chu (“Justin Bieber: 
Never Say Never”) sucks all the 
fun out of this follow-up and turns 
it into a self-important, cheaply 
heartfelt mess. 

Three of the original four horse- 
men— Atlas (Jesse Eisenberg), 

Jack (Dave Franco) and Merritt 
(Woody Harrelson) — are back but 
still in hiding a year after their big finale in 
the original. Henley (Isla Fisher) is gone but 
disposed of with two sentences of exposition 


and replaced by Lula (Fizzy Caplan). “I’m 
the new horseman! The girl horseman!” she 
greets them with one of the movie’s only self- 
aware lines. Because it’s so simple to swap 
out one feisty female for another. 

The team is still reporting to Dylan (Mark 
Buffalo), who gets his orders from 
some magic Illuminati wannabe 
called “The Eye,” but the horse- 
men are increasingly impatient 
with their isolation. Once they’re 
back on the stage, they get sucked 
into someone else’s elaborate 
game and have to manipulate their 
way back out. 

The movie’s best moments are when 
Eisenberg, Caplan, Franco and Harrelson are 


NOW YOU 
SEE ME 2 

PG-13 


REDEYE I THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2016 







THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2016 I REDEYE 


10 


n 






“The best tricks work 
on many levels.” 

The same can be 
said about movies, 
although by the time 
this nugget of magi- 
cian wisdom arrives 
at the end of “Now 
You See Me 2,” it’s 
clear that the sequel 
has not managed 
to pull off anything 
special. 

The 2013 original, 
“Now Y)u See Me,” was a star-studded good 
time, if a little wobbly toward the end. It 
watched like a lesser “Ocean’s Eleven” plus 


Lauren 

Chval 

» laurenchval@ 
recleyechicago.com 

» @lchval 




DAVE FRANCO TALKS 
ABOUT HOW HE GOT 
INTO MOVIES AND 
WHY HE WANTED TO BE 
A CREATIVE WRITING 
TEACHER 


By Lauren Chval 1 redeye 

“1 was thinking mischievous ” 

RedEye’s photographer said to Dave 
Franco at the Four Seasons Hotel as 
they prepared to begin the shoot. 


“Were you?” Franco replied with a look that 
was, indeed, mischievous. The 30 -year-old ac- 
tor reprises his role as Jack Wilder in “Now 
Y)u See Me 2,” opening Friday, and a little 
mischief is to be expected when you’re play- 
ing a magician. 

But could everyone else please stop asking 
him to throw cards? To be fair, he demonstrat- 
ed the ability for us when the first movie came 
out three years ago, but Franco admitted the 
novelty has worn off since then. 

“I wish there were more magic skills that 
maybe I could show,” he said wistfully adding 
that though his character picks up hypnosis 
in the second film, it would be a disaster if he 
tried to demonstrate that in interviews. “I 
wouldn’t even go there.” 

His cast members are always quick to say 
that Franco took to magic better than the rest 
of them, though he would counter with the 
assertion that he just loves to nerd out about 
things, which is how he got into movies in the 
first place. 

“My first job ever, I was 14 years old— I was 
working at this mom-and-pop video store, 
and they basically paid me by allowing me to 
take home as many movies as I wanted, and 
that’s how I started watching all the classics 
and really getting into it,” Franco said. “And 
I was a shy kid growing up, and I never had 
any intention of acting or performing, but I 
think the reason I really got into it is because 
I wanted to get into the movies.” 

Before he ever took his first acting class 
at University of Southern California, Franco 
said he considered becoming a creative writ- 
ing teacher, sparked by writing poetry and 
then discussing it with a teacher during his 
lunch hour in high school. 

“ Y)u know, you’re in high school, and you’re 
telling your friends that you’re skipping lunch 
to go write poetry and they were all question- 
ing my sexuality” Franco laughed. 

But he found the idea of teach- 
ing creative writing appealing 
for a couple of reasons. Histo- 
ry and math teachers might 
have to go over the same 
curriculum every semes- 
ter, but creative writing 
teachers would always be 


‘Now You See Me 2’ refuses to have any fun at all 


allowed to show off slick manipulations that 
play into their chemistry but it’s startling 
how little value Chu places on comedy He’d 
rather focus on the characters professing 
how much they love their makeshift family 
or shoehorning a connection between Jack 
and Fula that’s thinner than a playing card 
(sorry). But you cast Daniel Radcliffe in a 
magic movie and the best jokes you have are 
that he’s short? 

The movie’s sleight of hand also could 
have used some work, considering the 
“distractions” that are supposed to keep 
you from seeing what’s coming are painfully 
obvious. And somehow, even when the literal 
curtain is pulled back, the plot still doesn’t 
make any sense. 


exploring the new material that their stu- 
dents brought to the table. And as a result. 
Franco thought this might create a stronger 
impact. 

‘At least for me personally, I always con- 
nected with those teachers better because 
it is a little more personal,” he said. “You’re 
diving into these intimate details about your 
life.” 

Franco has been acting for a decade, so 
it’s safe to say his plans for teaching high 
school creative writing are behind him. But 
that’s not to say writing isn’t still a part of his 
life— he’s co-written several “Funny or Die” 
sketches and played around with nuggets of 
ideas for short films. 

“I’ve always loved to write,” Franco said. 
“I’ve been writing a lot longer than I’ve been 
acting, and I hope to continue to do that and 
maybe do it a little bit more in terms of, like, 
writing movies that I could potentially act 
in.” 

The desire to always work with new mate- 
rial that shaped Franco’s interest in teaching 
creative writing has found applications in 
his acting career, too. He said he seeks 
out projects and directors that will chal- 
lenge him, citing Wes Anderson, David 
Fincher and Spike Jonze as a few on his 
wish list. 

“I’ve been lucky enough to, for the most 
part, surround myself with a lot of people 
who are more talented than me 
and who I can learn from, and 
it makes me up my game,” 
Franco said. 

“Now You See 
2” (and 
its original) 
certainly 
surrounded 


Franco with Hollywood greats— a fact that 
he is quick to acknowledge. 

“Every single one of those people I feel like 
have either won an Academy Award or been 
nominated, and then there’s me,” he joked. 
‘And it’s like, who doesn’t belong here?” 

His modesty shouldn’t be mistaken for a 
lack of success. Franco is in two star-studded 
sequels this summer— “Now You See Me 2” 
and “Neighbors 2”— and while the films are 
very different, he said the experiences were 
more similar than you might think. 

“Obviously in ‘Neighbors,’ it’s a lot of co- 
medians,” he said. “But in ‘Now You See 
Me,’ I think the entire cast has done com- 
edies. And just hanging around these people, 
they’re all very fun. So on both sets, we’re 


just laughing for the most part. We’re com- 
ing into work every day trying to make each 
other laugh, we’re ruining takes by laughing. 
It’s a good time.” 

Of those good times on set. Franco was 
happy to recount throwing cards back and 
forth with Woody Harrelson, taking in- 
creasingly ridiculous bets from director Jon 
M. Chu on how long they could go without 
missing. But he also added that Morgan Free- 
man has a dry sense of humor that makes you 
think he might want to kill you and that Jesse 
Eisenberg is legitimately the funniest person 
he knows. 

And while there’s talk of another sequel— 
something that Franco has voiced support 
of— he’s focusing now on movies that push 


— M — 

I’ve always loved to 
write. I’ve been wi’iting 
a lot longer than I’ve 
been acting, and I hope 
to continue to do that 
and maybe do it a little 
bit more in terms of like, 
writing movies that I 
could potentially act in,” 

-Dave Franco 


him past his comfort zone. 

“I’m trying to think of movies that I’ve 
done recently and that I have coming out, 
and all of them are kind of off-kilter,” Fran- 
co said. “There’s something a little strange 
about them. I love them all. Genuinely Some 
of them are still being edited. But even if they 
don’t fully work, it’s just nice to go into some- 
thing knowing that our intentions are in the 
right place and we’re trying to do something 
original.” 

Maybe he’ll try a full-on serious drama 
sometime in the future (“dealing with really 
heavy stuff and goling] in the other room to 
build myself up before every scene”), he said, 
because that remains something missing 
from his repertoire. Even then, it’s hard to 
imagine the actor not having a little bit of fun 
with whatever he does. 

@LCHVAL I LAURENCHVAL@REDEYECHICAGO.COM 


magic tricks, so of course there had to be an 
“Ocean’s Twelve” up someone’s sleeve. 

If a magic caper thriller has to have a little 
fun to work, a sequel is doubly responsible 
for keeping things entertaining. Unfortu- 
nately director Jon M. Chu (“Justin Bieber: 
Never Say Never”) sucks all the 
fun out of this follow-up and turns 
it into a self-important, cheaply 
heartfelt mess. 

Three of the original four horse- 
men— Atlas (Jesse Eisenberg), 

Jack (Dave Franco) and Merritt 
(Woody Harrelson) — are back but 
still in hiding a year after their big finale in 
the original. Henley (Isla Fisher) is gone but 
disposed of with two sentences of exposition 


and replaced by Lula (Fizzy Caplan). “I’m 
the new horseman! The girl horseman!” she 
greets them with one of the movie’s only self- 
aware lines. Because it’s so simple to swap 
out one feisty female for another. 

The team is still reporting to Dylan (Mark 
Buffalo), who gets his orders from 
some magic Illuminati wannabe 
called “The Eye,” but the horse- 
men are increasingly impatient 
with their isolation. Once they’re 
back on the stage, they get sucked 
into someone else’s elaborate 
game and have to manipulate their 
way back out. 

The movie’s best moments are when 
Eisenberg, Caplan, Franco and Harrelson are 


NOW YOU 
SEE ME 2 

PG-13 


REDEYE I THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2016 







THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2016 I REDEYE 


12 


y music ^ 


blind spots 

STEVE GUNN I DAVID BOWIE’S “THE RISE AND FALL OF ZIGGY STARDUST AND THE SPIDERS FROM MARS” 


For many hardcore music fans, saying you haven’t heard an album can take a little bit of humility. When you haven’t heard something that’s supremely canonical or influential, it takes even more out of 
you to admit, “No, I’ve never listened to that.’’ It shouldn’t, though. Music is so boundless that even the most zealous listeners have trouble keeping up with everything. 

That’s why Blind Spots exists, a feature in which music reporter Josh Terry asks an artist about the most famous album they’ve never heard (this may be a classic, or it might just be something very 
well-known), plays it for them and interviews them about it. Think of it as not only a fun way to geek out about music but also a way to see what the fuss is about for these famous records. 


One takeaway 
from Steve Gunn’s 
music, specifically 
his incredible just- 
released new album, 
“Eyes On The Lines,” 
is that this New 
York-based guitarist 
and folk-rocker has 
an incredibly broad 
knowledge of a lot of 
music. It’s near-im- 
possible to write songs so intricate, and with 
such virtuosic guitar compositions, without 
an expansive record collection— everything 
from Lou Reed to John Lahey That’s why 
it’s so shocking that he’s never heard David 
Bowie’s fifth studio album, “The Rise and 
Lall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from 
Mars,” which came out in 1972. 

“I was originally going to pick Roxy 
Music’s Manifesto’ and King Crimson’s first 
record. Those two bands are always ones 
some of my friends are nerding out on,” 

Gunn explains. But with Bowie, he says, “Just 
from listening to classic rock radio, I know 
‘Ziggy Stardust’ and ‘Suffragette City’ I don’t 
know why I never came to buy his records 
and get into him. It’s hard to explain.” He 
continues, “I think my first experience with 
Bowie wasn’t great, I think it was probably 
just watching him as a kid on MTV with 
Mick Jagger do ‘Dancing in the Street.’ ” 
While the late rock icon touched so many 
lives over his half-century-plus career and 
was a near-ubiquitous force in pop culture, 
it’s not too hard to imagine someone missing 
him. But after Bowie’s tragic death in January 
it’s a perfect time for Gunn to finally get 
acquainted. “I’m still not sure why I did miss 
the boat on Bowie. It might actually be be- 
cause he had such longevity He’s one of the 
only people to survive the ’60s and the punk 
era and continue to be vital,” Gunn adds. “I 
guess I didn’t know where to start. I know 
about Mick Ronson and I know about Ziggy 
Stardust, the character, but that’s it.” 

Because this is “Blind Spots,” the interview 
series where RedEye forces someone to listen 
to the most famous album they’ve never 
heard, I caught Gunn after a cold, outdoor 
set at Northwestern University Below are 
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highlights from his song-by-song reaction. 

‘Yive Years” 

Steve Gunn: I’ve never heard this before. This 
sounds awesome! 

Josh Terry: His voice sounds so good here. 

SG: It’s so good. For some reason, I thought I 
wasn’t going to like it. 

"Soul Love” 

SG: It’s really good. This one isn’t familiar to 
me. i’m really interested in the Bowie 
fanaticism. In Philadelphia, there 
were a lot of people who were 
huge Bowie fans. He recorded a 
live album there and was mourned 
throughout the city. What do you 
think [was] the impetus for such 
fandom? 

JT: I think Bowie did a lot for fans who 
felt like outcasts. He made it great to be 
yourself, to be weird and act like a freak. He did 
it in a way that other artists weren’t. 

SG: Sort of like embracing weirdness? I think 
I’m becoming a huge Bowie fan pretty quickly. I 
think this is all I needed to do, to just contextual- 
ize it in my head. Maybe I just didn’t allow myself 
to understand where Bowie was coming from. 


"Moonage Daydream” 

SG:The strings in the background in this song 
is so good. I’m totally going to start listening 
to this. 

"Lady Stardust” 

SG: So “Lady Stardust’’ and not “Ziggy 
Stardust’? Are they related? Do they meet each 
other later on? 

JT: “Ziggy Stardust’’ comes later, but I’m actu- 
ally unsure who “Lady Stardust’’ is in the 
song. When I listen, I find it hard to lis- 
ten to the lyrics as a linear story. 

SG: This sounds to me like he’s sing- 
ing from the perspective of a fe- 
male fan singing about him. 

JT: From what I’ve read, the song 
allegedly alludes to T. Rex’s Marc 
Bolan. 

''Ziggy Stardust” 

SG: Classic rock radio may have ruined this 
song for me. It makes me think about being in 
a convenience store and hearing bad music on 
this Philadelphia radio station, the Southern 
fried stuff. It brings me back to that place. 

JT: That’s a shame. 


‘‘Suffragette City” 

SG: Oh, I know this one. This is “Suffragette 
City.’’ I love that “Hey, man!’’ backing vocal. 

“Rock ’n’ Roii Suicide” 

SG: Whoa, this flew by. Is this song summing up 
the record? 

JT: Sort of! It culminates in the end or death 
of Ziggy Stardust the character. I’m so into the 
level of theatrics in the way it closes out. 

SG: He’s singing in this crazy way. That’s it? 

JT: That’s it. 

SG: Damn. What an ending. I’m going to have to 
go out and buy this. 

Final verdict 

“It did suqjrise me. Maybe it just took some- 
one sitting me down and having me focus on 
the actual songs to get into it. There were 
some songs I’d never heard, like ‘Live Years,’ 
that really made me get into it. I think I had 
just put a block on him mentally because 
of classic rock radio,” explains Gunn, who’s 
clearly a new fan. “I think I will definitely 
start listening. I’m a convert.” 
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Kelly Rowland launches 
handpicked girl group 



By GerrickD. Kennedy i losangeles times 
Destin/s Child won Grammys, released era- 
defining hits and sold more than 6o million 
records. When its members— Kelly Rowland, 
Michelle Williams and Beyonce— disbanded 
in 2005, the era of girl groups faded. 

Rowland is hoping to change that with a new 
group she’s handpicked and mentored through 
her reality show “Chasing Destiny” 

“I’ve been feeling like there was a void in 
the marketplace in girl groups,” the 35-year-old 
said. “It was time.” 

Brienna DeVlugt, Ashly Williams, Kristal 
Lyndriette, Shyann Roberts and GabrieUe 
Carreiro are the five women she’s chosen. 
Since April, the early stages of the quintet’s 
inception have unfolded via the 10 -part BET 
docuseries that followed Rowland and chore- 
ographer-creative director Frank Gatson Jr. as 
they built and nurtured the group. The show’s 
first season concluded Tuesday 

Created and executive produced by Row- 
land, the series has been driven by the singer’s 


desire to see a group of women— particularly 
black women— showcase the sisterhood, fe- 
male empowerment and talent that steered En 
Vogue, TEC, SWV, Xscape and her own group 
to the top of the charts. 

Halfway through the series, Rowland un- 
veiled the group. There was no drama, no 
wretched auditions shown for laughs or humil- 
iating eliminations. Instead, the series focused 
on the process: Rowland and Gatson comb- 
ing through talent, rehearsing them endlessly, 
offering constructive criticism, introducing 
them to industry giants and preparing for their 
debut. 

“It was graceful to say the very least,” Car- 
reiro said. “The cameras were just there. They 
didn’t teU us what to do. It wasn’t formulated in 
any kind of way It kept us on our toes.” 

“If [KeUy and Frank} felt like we needed an 
elimination because you’re not the right girl, 
there was an elimination,” Williams added. “If 
they felt we needed to get our dancing togeth- 
er, we did that. It was very true and real to how 


the music industry is, but very fast.” 

And the cameras weren’t continuously roll- 
ing. 

“I wanted more spontaneity I wanted it to 
be shot differently I wanted it to feel authen- 
tic. I wanted it to be right in the thick of ev- 
erything,” Rowland said. “It would be easy for 
me to teU girls ‘No’ if I’m sitting behind a desk 
and they are up there [onstage]. I wanted the 
experience to be different.” 

“Chasing Destiny” ranked No. i in its time 
period among black women in the 18-49 demo. 


and the group’s first offering, a lush a cappella 
rendition of Drake’s “Hotline Bling,” went vi- 
ral when it was released online last month. 

The group’s first single, ‘AH of Us,” was re- 
leased Tuesday and its debut TV performance 
(as of now) is set for “Greatest Hits,” ABC’s up- 
coming summer music series. 

“I want them to see just as much or more 
than DC or En Vogue or TEC or any of us 
have,” Rowland said. “I just think it’s that time 
again. I want them to see the world. And once 
they conquer it— do it again.” 


WEST LOOP COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION PRESENTS 



JUNE 17|18|19 

900 W RANDOLPH ST. 

CHICKEN SHOP AT SOHO | NANDO’S PERI PERI | NONNA’S 
NICHOLAS QUALITY MEATS | PUBLICAN QUALITY MEATS 
GRANGE HALL BURGER BAR | GUS’S FRIED CHICKEN | PORKCHOP 
WISHBONE I LA SIRENA CLANDESTINA | iHELLO TACOS! 
BELLYQ I CITY WINERY | ALHAMBRA PALACE | BAR SIENA | VIVO 
FORNO ROSSO | LA SARDINE | CONE GOURMET | MAD SOCIAL 

3 STAGES OF MUSIC 

PETER BJORN & JOHN | MS MR | ATLAS GENIUS 
DEVOTCHKA | THE MOTET | PATRICK WATSON 

ERYN ALLEN KANE | MICHAEL MENERT & THE PRETTY FANTASTICS 
TURKUAZ I OSHUA DAVIS TRIO | THE RECORD COMPANY 
KEVIN GARRETT | SUNSQUABI 

OMARCO BENEVENTO I HOLLY BOWLING I CORNMEAL | STOP LIGHT OBSERVATIONS I EARPHORIK 
GROWLER I JJ & DRE I NICK & THE OVOROLS I SAVE THE CLOCKTOWER I CHINOLA I GUY KING 

...AND MANY MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED! 

WXRT’S ROAD TO RED ROCKS ACTS 
BAILIFF I THE IVORYS | AKASHA | ZARAMELA 

DJ DANCE STAGE HOSTED BY WEST LOOP COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION 

StarEvents.com STr\R 

TASTERAN DOLPH.COM rnsnESTREPEtr EVENTS 

” Production 


REDEYE I THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2016 




THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2016 I REDEYE 


14 


Black cod al pastor 



By Michael Nagrant i for redeye 

eimBravaj which translates to “ferocious wood,” might make a de- 
^ cent character name in the next “Magic Mike” flick. But in this case, it’s 
a nod to the fact that just about everything cooked at Rick Bayless’ new 
West Loop restaurant is wood-fired in a hearth or cooked over oak-stoked grills. 
That’s right; there’s not a single gas-fired dish coming from the kitchen at Lena 


Brava. 

“WeVe got these fancy grills where the 
coals drop down and slow cook and there’s 
no flame, what Rick [Bayless] likes to call ‘ro- 
mantic cooking,’ ” said chef de cuisine Fred 
Despres, who co-runs the kitchen alongside 
his wife, Lisa. “But we can’t do that because 
the restaurant is packed. So we stoke these 
huge firewood flames to get things going 
instead.” 

I think Despres is underestimating the 
romance factor. The flames and sparkling 
embers I witnessed while dining were sexy 
and primal. 


Bayless is in the (tiny) house 

The room, which is topped with thick 
mahogany-colored timber joists and outfit- 
ted with exposed brick columns, is quite 
intimate. As I ate, I kept looking around for 
a secret passageway to another dining area, 
but there’s only a shared hallway that leads to 
tiny tacos, tequila and beer, aka Lena’s sister 
restaurant, Cruz Blanca. Given Bayless’ fame, 
you’d expect a banquet hall-sized dining 
room, one he’d have no problem filling. But 
instead, there are just 75 seats. 

Rick’s wife, Deann, and daughter, Lanie, 
worked the host station the night I visited. 



making Lena a true family affair. Bayless 
strutted amidst tables, stopping to take 
diner-requested selfies every few minutes. He 
engaged every patron who stopped him and 
indulged in conversation. Even as one of the 
most famous chefs in America, he is undeni- 


ably hands-on. 

Over the past 20 -plus years. Bayless 
has become the king of jarred salsas, saint 
of weary travelers with O’Hare’s Tortas 
Frontera and prince of philanthropy through 
Frontera Farmer Foundation. This is a long 
way of saying he can do anything, and yet 
he chooses to do one of the hardest things: 
open more restaurants. And not just any 
restaurants. Frontera was one of the first 
truly authentic regional Mexican restaurants 
that didn’t sling free chips and salsa. Topolo- 
bampo was the first haute-cuisine Mexican 
restaurant in Chicago. Xoco introduced the 
masses to bean-to-cup hot chocolate like no 
one else could. And now. Bayless is bringing 
the seafaring flavors of Baja to the shores of 
Lake Michigan. 

“I think Rick still opens restaurants 
because, one, his family is really committed 
to hospitality and sharing with diners. Rick 
lives, eats and breathes the restaurant life,” 
Despres said. ‘And also, despite his work. 
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there’s still a misconception about what real 
Mexican food is, that it’s not Tex-Mex. And 
by Opening new places, he can share the mes 
sage of true regional Mexican cuisine.” 

A song off ice and ffire 

Bayless and the Despres’ menu is divided 
into two sections: “Ice” houses salads and 
ceviches while “Fire” offers treats from the 
oven and hearth. 

The Ice section absolutely sings. Sustain- 
ably sourced yellowtail, albacore tuna and 
less familiar fish like opah runneth over 
cups and plates. My favorite was the Bloody 
Maria ($i8), a bulbous goblet filled with 
firm white-fleshed tuna dripping in tomato 
and lime and tossed with a gazpacho-like 
assortment of crisp cucumber and zingy red 


onion. The glass is rimmed with chili-spiked 
celery salt, and the whole thing is served with 
a sidecar shooter of mezcal. Our server told 
us we could pour it in or shoot it. I decided 
to shoot it as a reward for putting in work on 
that tasty dish. 

Another star of the Ice section is the opah 
laminado ($15), thin ruby-red planks of fish 
cured with salt and sugar and then smoked 
into what I can only describe as fish bacon. 
It’s briny and topped with addictive spicy 
pork cracklins and grassy pea shoots. A 
creamy bacon-bean dip painted beneath the 
fish adds a silky touch. 

While the menu is mostly Mexican, there 
are some Asian nods mixed in. The rock 
crab salad ($15), for instance, gets a generous 
helping of Kewpie mayo that binds tender 



yf 

Dungeness and rock crab flesh, flame-grilled 
serrano pepper rounds, scallions and bitter 
frisee lettuce. 

It’s getting hot in here 

Those seductive fires in the kitchen are also 
responsible for some serious eats. None may 
be better than flaky blackened cod al pastor 
($26), gleaming with a rusty orange achiote, 
red chili and pineapple rub. It’s topped with 
pineapple salsa that’s studded with bits of cit- 
rusy shiso leaf House-griddled tortillas made 
from freshly ground heirloom corn masa 
made especially for Lena Brava are served on 
the side. I’d venture to say it’s the best fish 
taco in Chicago right now. 

There’s also octopus “carnitas” ($24) sous- 
vided in pork fat for seven hours and char- 
roasted on the wood-fired grill. The sous-vide 
process (super-slow cooking in a vacuum 
pack) creates a very tender tentacle, and the 
wood grill provides a caramelized sweet and 
bitter bark on the flesh. 

Liquid goid 

While I ate, I spent a lot of time mesmer- 
ized by the glinting kaleidoscope of mezcal 
bottles lining the bar. Not only is the colorful 
assortment aesthetically pleasing, but a quick 


round of mental math made me realize I was 
sitting about 10 feet away from a year’s worth 
of rent in liquid form. Those mezcal bottles 
aren’t just pretty and expensive, though. My 
favorite deployment of the spirit was a cock- 
tail called Lena Ice ($12) with mezcal, yellow 
chartreuse, lime juice, cucumber and serrano 
chili. Fiery sweet, sour and bracing, each sip 
felt like a liquid spa retreat. 

Bless your tart 

My server was so emphatic about the apple 
tart from pastry chef Suzanne Imaz that I 
bit despite the $15 price tag. This ain’t no 
limp, fussy French tarte tatin. The shareable 
dessert is a rough-hewn, flaky free-form 
pastry stuffed with caramelized apples that 
burst with ginger and black pepper spice. 

It’s smoky from the wood-fired oven and 
drizzled with acidic tamarind-caramel sauce 
that foiled the overall richness of the dish. 

Bottom line: Rick Bayless has created 
another unique masterpiece, a wood-fired 
seafood-serving citadel that conjures the 
azure waters, salty air and shimmering sun of 
Mexico’s northern Baja state. 

REPORTERS VISIT RESTAURANTS UNANNOUNCED AND MEALS 
ARE PAID FOR BY REDEYE. 



Apple tart 
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Chilaquiles Yucatecos at 
Rick Bayless’ Topolobampo 

MELINA MARA/WASHINGTON POST 
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By Becky Krystal i the Washington post 
Rick Bayless and Julia Child go way back. 

Back to before he became an ambassador of Mexican cuisine; before he opened 
a string of successful restaurants in Chicago; before he got to cook on TV with the 
late Child and (off-camera, elsewhere) broke into tears when the significance of 
the moment hit him; before anyone had even heard of Rick Bayless; before he was 


even a teenager. 

The chef, cookbook author and public 
television host first “met” Child on the black- 
and-white television set in his 
farmiys Oklahoma kitchen, 
where at the tender age of lo he 
was entranced by her seminal 
series, “The French Chef” 

Those memories are espe- 
cially dear now that Bayless 
has been awarded the second 
annual Julia Child Award by 
the Julia Child Foundation for 
Gastronomy and the Culinary 
Arts. The foundation uses 
the award to honor someone 
“who has made a profound and significant 
difference in the way America cooks, eats 
and drinks.” 

The recognition comes with a $50,000 
grant, which Bayless is donating to the Fron- 
tera Farmer Foundation, the nonprofit group 
he founded in 2003 that provides grants 
to small Midwestern farms that serve the 
Chicago area. 

Shortly after the announcement of his 
award, we spoke with Bayless about Child, 


food television and interest in the cuisines of 
other cultures. 

What are your earliest 
memories of Juiia Chiid? 

I used to watch every single 
one of her shows. I wrote all 
those recipes down, and then 
I started cooking them. It 
was a point in my life where 
I was able to see something 
much broader than what I 
saw in my family’s kitchen. 

My brother is a big sports guy 
and he played every sport in 
junior high and high school. And so when a 
new season would start, my parents would 
have to buy him all this new equipment. And 
I was not a sports guy at all, and I was always 
really miffed that he got all this stuff and I 
got nothing. And so I went to my parents at 
the beginning of football season one year, 
and I said: “You have to buy him all of that 
equipment. All I want is one thing. I want 
Mastering the Art of French Cooking.’ ” I 
still remember it was $12.95, and I convinced 



them to buy that big volume for me when I 
was 12 years old. 

What made her a good teacher? 

There’s one really strong reason, I think, 
and it’s endless curiosity Anyone who is 
really curious always loves sharing the 
knowledge that they gleaned because they 
think everyone else is going to be curious, 
too. And I think it was that endless, endless 
curiosity that she had that made her not 
only just such a dynamic and wonderful 
personality but such a good writer, because 
she would just follow her own curiosity and 
that would lead her into good stuff that she 
would share with us. 

How does it make you feel that people are 
interested in more, for lack of a better word, 
authentic foreign cuisine? 

It makes me feel really great, because I think 
that food can be a way of really understand- 
ing another culture. You can come up against 
sort of institutionalized racism in your 
everyday life all the time, but when you get to 
know somebody of another culture, then you 
suddenly have a different perspective on that 
culture. And if you get to know them through 
their food or through sharing a meal with 
them, it’s very clear that you have a relation- 
ship with them that is much more complex. 
So for me, any time that I can sense people 
becoming more open to another cuisine, I 
know that is the step to becoming more open 
to people of that culture. 


Does it tickle you or sort of freak you out 
when people compare your influence on 
teaching people about Mexican food to 
Julia’s with French food? 

I think that Julia was the most amazing 
translator, and she was able to translate 
what could have seemed like foreign recipes 
into something that just made you go, 

“Oh, OK, I get that,” and you understood 
it, and it wasn’t foreign. ... For someone 
to compare me to her in that light, I will 
say, is a huge compliment. Because I love 
translating Mexican culture into vernacular 
that our customers in our restaurants 
can understand, that people that read 
my cookbooks, watch my shows can 
understand. That’s my goal. 

How do you hope food history remembers 
Rick Bayless? 

I guess it would be around sharing things 
with folks that really enhance their lives. 

We clearly in the United States have gone 
through a complete transition in what we 
eat. I don’t mean that just so much in the 
basic food, but in the way we think of flavor. 
The cuisine that I work in is so flavorful, and 
what we can learn from Mexican cooks is just 
extraordinary: the way that they layer flavor, 
the way they combine flavors, the way they 
get the most out of them. And if I have been 
able to share a little bit of that with a whole 
lot of people in such a way that it has made 
their lives more joyful, that would be the best 
legacy that I could think of 
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By Gwendolyn Purdom i for redeye 

Step away from the Netflix marathon and find your way into one of these local 
theaters for a belly laugh this week. Your guide to Chicago’s affordable and under- 
the-radar comedy scene awaits. Gwendolyn purdom is a redeye contributor. 


THURSDAY 

All Caps 

The iO Theater 

1501 N. Kingsbury St 312-929-2401 
Internet trolls rejoice! This new show lets an 
audience member step out from behind the 
anonymity of a computer screen and rant IRL 
on a topic of his or her choice only to have 
those frustrations morphed into a long-form 
improv set produced by T.J. Jagodowski, of iO 
and Sonic commercials fame, and Peter Gwinn, 
a former staff writer for “The Colbert Report.” 
10 p.m. $5. Tickets: ioimprov.com 

FRIDAY 

Tapped 

Theater Wit 1229 W. Belmont Ave. 773-975-8150 
Whistleblowing, NSA spying and governmen- 
tal privacy concerns get the musical comedy 
treatment as this production-winner of 2015’s 
Premier Premieres Festival at MCL Chicago- 
kicks off a monthlong run. 7:30 p.m. $20-$35. 
Tickets: theaterwit.org 

SATURDAY 

Late Late Breakfast 
Pilot Shoot 

The Hideout 

1354 W. Wabansia Ave. 773-227-4433 
Hosts and co-creators Tyler Jackson and 


Danny Maupin’s mixed-format show invites a 
variety of comedians to be funny while taking 
part in random themed challenges (A puppet 
show? Beauty pageant?). This month’s show, 
featuring national comedians Giulia Rozzi, 

Ryan Singer, Ben Kronberg, Will Miles and 
Megan Galley, will also be taped for a TV 
pilot. 1:30 p.m. Doors open at 1 p.m. $25. 

Space is limited. 

Tickets: latelatebreakfast.com 

SUNDAY 

Kevin Williams’ Primed for 
Late Night 

The Comedy Bar 

500 N. LaSalle St 312-836-0499 

Up-and-coming comics get prepped for their 
eventual late-night talk show appearances in 
this monthly River North showcase hosted by 
Kevin D. Williams. 7:30-9 p.m. $20-$30. 

Tickets: comedybarchicago.com 

MONDAY 

A Storm of Limhs 

The iO Theater 

1501 N. Kingsbury St 312-929-2401 
Brothers and longtime improvisers Mark and 
Scott Piebenga deliver their first collaboratively 
written show. 8 p.m. $12. 

Tickets: ioimprov.com 


WE ARE HERE TO HELP! NOT JUDGE! 

HEROIN AND 
PAIN PILL 
ADDICTION 






LOW COST & CONFIDENTIAL 

$20.00 TRANSPORTATION 
CREDIT FOR JOINING 

with mention of this ad. 


Sanne Day Dosinq 
Compassionate Staff 
All Public Transportation 
at Front Door 


• FREE Gourmet Coffee 

• FREE Phone Use (local & long distance) 

• FREE Week of Services on Your Birthday 



Sundance Methadone Treatment Center 

4545 Broadway, Chicago • ( 847 ) 744-0262 • www.SUNDANCECHICAGO.com 


Chicago Treatment and Counseling Centers 

Outpatient Methadone 
Maintenance 

WE CAN HELP!!! NO WAITING LIST 


•Our $100 REFERRAL BONUS ~ 
Existing clients who refer a new enrollment 
to the program will be given 
$100 credit on their bill 
•Former clients can return to the program 
and have any owed balance waived FOREVER 
(Terms and conditions apply) 


Referred clients MUST mention referring client AT THE TIME OE ENROLLMENT. 
Returning clients who are having an owed balance waived must pay $65 upon intake. 

All clients must sign a payment contract requiring payment of their balance in full every Monday. 

VYE ALSO PROVIDE DUI AND SUBOXONE SERVICES 
Please email info@chicagotreatment.com 
WWW. chicagotreatment com 


4 Locations to Serve You: 

3520 S. Ashland Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60609 
We have recently moved to this location 

773.523.3400 

($50 weekly) 

4453 N. Broadway Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60640 
773.506.2900 

($45 weekly) 

1 849 S. Cicero Ave. 
Cicero, IL 60804 

708.656.9500 

($50 weekly) 

5635 W. Roosevelt Rd. 
Cicero, IL 60804 

708.652.6500 

($50 weekly) 


TELIUSHOW 
YOU REllLY FEEL 


WE'RE USTENING.CHICOCO. 

^dur iKgui^Tyil in dui* ncddcr |Mnd. 

rvm NUld Min tiBl CARD. 
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WEDNESDAY’S SOLUTIONS 



TODAY’S CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS 


» Actress Mae Whitman, 28 
» Actress Sonam Kapoor, 31 
» Actress Natalie Portman, 35 


» Singer Matt Bellamy, 38 
» Actress Michaela Conlin, 

38 


» Actor Johnny Depp, 53 
» Actor Michael J. Fox, 

55 


ACROSS 

1 Davenport 
5 Reads quickly 
10 Baby’s eating 
accessories 

14 Stringed instrument 

15 Covered pioneer 
vehicle 

16 Engrave 

17 Pancake house 

18 Wear away 

19 Laundry soap brand 

20 0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8or9 
22 Removed from office 

24 Fore and _ 

25 Shortstop Jeter 

26 _ plugs; car ignition 
devices 

29 _ a number on; 
damaged 

30 Fragrant wood 

34 Marries 

35 _ Moines, lA 

36 “The Blue Strauss 
waltz 

37 Fuss & bother 

38 Sale to the highest 
bidder 

40 Police officer 

41 Statue material 

43 Raw mineral 

44 Golfer Mickelson 

45 Beg 

46 Noah’s boat 

47 Bashfully 

48 Minimum 

50 Student’s avg. 

51 Turns over a new leaf 
54 Bad-mouth 

58 Plow animals 

59 1/16 of a pound 

61 Cab 

62 _ to eat; snack 

63 Not rural 

64 Singles 

65 Remain 

66 Enlarges a hole 

67 Disguise 

DOWN 

1 Lower leg part 

2 Hawaiian island 

3 _ time to time; 
occasionally 

4 Becomes visible 



5 Perspiration 

6 Jung or Reiner 

7 In the past 

8 Assented silently 

9 Derisive smile 

10 Signify 

11 what it is” 

12 As followers 

13 Get rid of 

21 JFK’s Attorney General 
23 Nut variety 
25 Warp: twist 


26 Marsh 

27 Propel a bike 

28 Worship 

29 Nov.’s follower 

31 Grand Luxembourg 
& no other nation 

32 As sore as _ 

33 Answer 

35 Appropriate 

36 Female deer 

38 Birch variety 

39 Annoy 

42 “Nonsense!” 


44 Ghost 

46 Give confidence to 

47 Hot tub 

49 Love in Paris 

50 Valleys 

51 Steals from 

52 Way out 

53 Greek cheese 

54 Con game 

55 Comic Carvey 

56 Former mates 

57 Jeopardy 
60 76ers’org. 
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LOGAN 
SQUARE 


NOON 


10pm 


^SATURDAY, JUNE ll( 

CULTS 


ON MILWAUKEE AVE. 

BETWEEN CALIFORNIA & FULLERTON 
PROCEEDS BENEFIT FRIENDS OF GOETHE SCHOOL! 


MOVING UNITS 

ALL MY FRIENDS; AN LCD SOUNDSYSTEM TRIBUTE 

THE ISLAND OF MISFIT TOYS • VARSITY • LIQS • MORITAT 


y SUNDAY, JUNE 12^ 

SHANNON AND THE CLAMS 

DION LUNADON (A PLACE TO BURY STRANGERS) 
THE RUBS • HIDDEN HOSPITALS • THE WALTERS 
JUDE SHUMA • SCHOOL OF ROCK 


RECYCLED ART • REPURPOSING WORKSHOPS 

FOOD T RUCKS * WINE & WHISKEY TASTING * VINTAGE MARKET @ EAS T ROOM 

M aaisa ss e- S 

WWW.REMIXCHICAGO.COM 
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THE DIGIT 


’^$46M '■ 

That’s how much money “Warcraft” made at the box office in China 
on Wednesday, setting the record for the best first-day box office for a 
non-weekend release there, according to deadline.com. The title was 
previously held by “Avengers: Age of Ultron,” which picked up 
$28.3 million. “Warcraft” is set to be released Friday in the U.S. and 
projected to make about $25 million over the weekend. The film is 
based on the video game series and novels set in Azeroth. 


# I 





Hiddleston, Tom Hiddleston? 

Don’t get your hopes up, guys. Tom Hiddleston has absolutely no idea if he’s going to 
be James Bond or not. According to vulture.com, he told fans at Wizard World Comic Con 
this weekend, “I’m sorry to disappoint you, everybody. I don’t think that announcement 
is coming.” He added, “There’s not much that I can say that I haven’t already said. ... 

Your guess is as good as mine, to be honest.” Ugh, but we want it so bad. 

/A 


Welcome 



What the {bleep}?! 


“Suicide Squad” has officially received its rating from the Motion 
Picture Association of America, and it’s not even rated R. According 
to ew.com, “Suicide Squad” earned a PG-13 rating for “sequences of 
violence and action throughout, disturbing behavior, and suggestive 
content and language.” Director David Ayer had previously said that 
the intention was always to aim for the lower rating, but that maybe 
an R-rated sequel could happen, EW reported. 



THE QUOTE 


Adam Rodriguez is joining the 
“Criminal Minds” family. He will 
debut in the Season 12 premiere as 
“a special agent from the FBI Fugitive 
Task Force,” according to eonline. 
com. “We’re thrilled to introduce 
a new special agent by adding 
the very talented Adam 
Rodriguez to our amazing 
cast,” Erica Messer, “Criminal 
Minds” executive producer 
and showrunner, said in a 
statement, E! News reported. 
Rodriguez recently appeared in 
“Jane the Virgin” and “Empire.” 



^^There are many, many 
scripts being sent my 
way. The phone calls 
I Ve had, it’s those 
moments where you’re 
still on the phone and 
you hear the dial tone. 
I just haven’t been 
able to hang up 
quickly, like, 
^Wait ... did that 
just happen?”’ 

-Rami Malek, to Vulture, 
on his recent success on “Mr. Robot.” 


WANT MORE DIRT? 


Oh, we’ve got dirt. Get the scoop on your favorite musicians, actors and reality TVers all day long at redeyechicago.com. 
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